LA W AND POLITICS IN NE W HAMPSHIRE.      48

a liberal Federalist because lie had a wide mental
vision, and by nature took broad views of every-
thing. His father, on the other hand, was a rigid,
intolerant Federalist of a thorough-going Puritan
type. Being taken ill once in a town of Demo-
cratic proclivities, he begged to be carried home.
" I was born a Federalist," he said, " I have lived
a Federalist, and I won't die in a Democratic
town." In the same way Bzekiel Webster's un-
compromising Federalism shut him out from po-
litical preferment, and he would never modify his
principles one jot in order to gain the seat in
Congress which he might easily have obtained by
slight concessions. The broad and liberal spirit
of Daniel Webster rose superior to the rigid and
even narrow opinions of his father and brother,
but perhaps it would have been better for him if
he had had in addition to his splendid mind the
stern, unbending force of character which made
his father and brother stand by their principles
with immovable Puritan determination. Liberal
as he was, however, in his political opinions, the
same conservative spirit which led him to adopt
his creed made him sustain it faithfully and con-
stantly when he had once accepted it. He was a
steady and trusted party man, although neither
then nor at any time a blind, unreasoning par-
tisan.

Mr. Webster came forward gradually as a polit-
ical leader by occasional addresses and speeches, at